
 

 
Ladies and Gentlemen, distinguished guests,  

 

 
 On behalf of her Excellency the Ambassador of France, Mrs Sylvie Bermann, who unfortunately 

couldn’t be with us today, it is a great pleasure to welcome you all, and to stand in front of you 

in this historic Residence of France for the opening of this Franco-British symposium on ICT in 

Composite Materials.  

 

It may come as a surprise to you that an event of this type is organised by the French Embassy. 

Let me then introduce you to the work carried out by the Department of Science and 

Technology of the French Embassy to the UK. We have three main missions. The first one is 

the watch of science and innovation policies as well as the scientific and technological 

advances in the United Kingdom. Our second mission is to promote the French science, by 

bringing renowned French scientists to give lectures in the United Kingdom. For that, we 

organise directly or in partnership with British institutions meetings and events of interest to 

the general public. Last, but not least, our third mission is the promotion of scientific and 

technological collaborations through the organisation of events like this one. If in the past we 

mainly focused in bilateral cooperation, in recent years we have been changing our focus to 

encourage coordinated actions by French and British partners in the framework of the 

European Research Area. In addition, due to the larger importance given to Industrial 

Leadership in Horizon 2020, we have been increasing the participation of the private sector 

in the events we organise. 

 



Although France and the UK count many differences, we also are similar in many ways, 

whether we look at our economies, our population or our climates, and we often face the 

same challenges... It is due to these similarities, common interests and challenges that our 

two countries have worked well together in recent years and set up very close collaborations 

in the strategic areas of Energy, Defence, Foreign affairs, to name a few...   We are also 

convinced that working more closely together at a bilateral level may also add value to the 

science and technology of our countries. This is the reason why, the Science and Technology 

Department policy is to overpass borders and to overcome their relevant barriers in emerging 

fields of research and innovation. 

 

This bilateral event is the 10th in a series started back in 2010, the previous 9 having been 

organised by the French Embassy around scientific themes of interest common to the UK and 

France. Most of these events are organised in close collaboration with the British partners, 

with the purpose of developing exchanges of good practice and stimulating common projects. 

The selected themes focus on topics that demonstrate a peculiar societal impact, involve 

public policies at the national or European level, and are likely to generate social benefits 

and/or economic growth. 

 

Therefore, during previous symposia, we had the opportunity to discuss major issues such 

as “marine energy”, “synthetic biology” or “future cities” in a successful bilateral approach.  

In the year leading to COP21, we thought it would be important to focus on a subject 

related to the pathway to a greener economy and society. Composite materials are already 

widespread used in the aerospace, rail, automotive and marine transportation. We should 

expect that they will continue to play a role in the future, by reducing the weight of vehicles, 



and ergo, the carbon emissions. We are here today to discuss what are the current 

challenges and the future directions of the R&D of composites. 

 

Both France and the UK possess a strong industrial base in the composites field for use in 

the transport sector. Many of these players are represented here, but many others are not. 

Indeed, it was a very difficult task for us to narrow down the themes and to select the 

speakers. I wish to thank Dr Mariana Beija, scientific attaché in our department, for 

organising this event with the inestimable help of Mr Ajay Kapadia from the KTN and 

invaluable inputs from Ms Olivia Cahn and Mr Sébastien Leroy from the Jules Verne 

Manufacturing Valley and Dr Jean-Marc Feuillas from Composites Rhône-Alpes.  

 

The interest raised in this conference was so large that we had to restrict the participation.  

The speakers who have agreed to participate to this symposium are of the highest calibre and 

represent the government, large companies and SMEs, academia and these new intermediary 

bodies between academia and private sector that have been created both in the UK, under 

the name of Catapult Centres, as in France, the IRTs and the competitiveness clusters. This 

shows how important this topic is, and suggests, on the one hand, your desire to learn from 

each other, and, on the other hand, that there might exist opportunities for bilateral or 

European cooperation in the composite materials field.  

 

 

Before I introduce the first two speakers, I have a few housekeeping notes: 



- First of all, I would ask you to turn your mobile phone and other electronic devices to 

silent mode, but above all, do not turn it off as we are wishing a lively discussion 

takes place on twitter using the hashtag #fbscm15. 

- The access codes for Wifi are indicated on the screen. 

- Speakers who have not yet uploaded your presentations to the computer, please 

contact Dr Mariana Beija during the breaks.  

- Emergency exits are located… 

 

I wish you a fruitful day of discussions and that this symposium may spark new collaboration 

projects and partnerships across the channel. 

 

 


