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“…providing the 100,000,000 university places now needed by young people in emerging 
economies desperate for HE. This will double by 2025…“

“…US student loan debt is now higher than credit card debt…in the UK 40% of student loans 
will not be repaid.“

“The demand for education will continue to rise; we cannot afford to scale up at the current 
per student cost, in any sector, in any country.“

“…UNESCO data show that by 2015 there will still be 53m children out of school.“

WHAT IS THE PROBLEM FOR WHICH MOOCS ARE THE SOLUTION?

MOOCs alone can’t solve these problems!

https://ioelondonblog.wordpress.com/2014/05/14/what-is-the-problem-for-which-moocs-are-the-solution/


MOOCS AS DISRUPTIONS TO TRADITIONAL HIGHER 

EDUCATIONForeword to Universities UK report, May 2013

“A pattern is emerging, 

throughout all sectors, of a 

major shift towards online 

models of delivery tending 

to disrupt traditional 

incumbents, and traditional 

ways of doing business”

MOOCs are one part of a shift in education



MOOCs 

as 

Resource

MOOCs 

for 

Credit
MOOC 

Collections

New 

Credentials

Nano 

degrees

Enhanced Education New Education Sustainable 

Education
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MOOCS TO ENHANCE EDUCATION

Recruitment onto degree 

programmes

Within degree programmes, to 

enhance the student experience

Online study as part of degree 

programmes (flipped classroom)

Research into pedagogy and 

learning analytics
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INNOVATIVE PEDAGOGY OF MOOCS

http://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Figure_1_MOOCs_and_Open_Education_Timeline_p6.jpg Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 Unported license.

Connectivist learning

Instructivist learning

Social learning

Open learning Combining social constructivist learning with social network 
methods for learning at scale

http://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Figure_1_MOOCs_and_Open_Education_Timeline_p6.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/en:Creative_Commons
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/deed.en


MOOC courses in collaboration with European industry
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MOOCS FOR NEW AND SUSTAINABLE EDUCATION
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MIT is announcing a pilot graduate 

program

Students will take the first part entirely 

through MOOCs

Students will pay a fee to get course 

credit, taking courses at much lower 

cost than standard MIT tuition fee

“MIT follows other schools trying to 

merge online classes with a university-

stamped degree”

Hybrid Courses 
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Blending accredited & not-for-credit, fee-paying & free

MOOCS FOR NEW AND SUSTAINABLE EDUCATION



ARE MOOCS SUSTAINABLE?
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Is the wrong question to ask

Instead:

Can MOOCs form a valuable part of the transition of 

higher education towards sustainable blended modes?

Yes!



Learning for life


