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Ladies and gentlemen,  

Chers compatriotes, dear friends, 

 

I’m very pleased to welcome you to the French Residence for this celebration of our National 

Day, my first as French Ambassador to the United Kingdom.   

 

It’s very humbling for my wife Brigitte and me to be hosting you on these premises, which 

belong to France.  

 

I’d like to warmly thank Minister David Lidington, who has done us the honour of 

representing Her Majesty’s government today.  From his long experience as Minister of State 

for Europe, he’s well aware of the importance of the Franco-British link we’re also 

celebrating on this day. 

 

I ask him to sincerely thank the British authorities for our excellent contacts and exchanges, 

which are necessary in order to enrich Franco-British relations. 

 

Here in the United Kingdom, our National Day is very special, because of the many and 

varied ties – both historical and human – uniting us across the Channel.  We owe a duty to our 

shared history. 

 



In this regard, and because on 11 November we’ll be celebrating the centenary of the end of 

the First World War, I’d like to start by paying tribute to the veterans who fought for the 

freedom of each and every one of us.   

 

I’ve had the good fortune and special honour of awarding some of them the insignia of the 

Légion d’honneur, and I have to say those were some of the high points and most memorable 

moments in my life.  Their bravery reminds us that our two countries’ destinies are closely 

bound up together. 

 

It’s with this history in mind that President Macron wants to hold a great ceremony on Peace 

in the World following the World War I centenary commemorations. 

 

Dear friends here today, 

 

This celebratory reunion is eagerly awaited every year.  Our teams from the Embassy and the 

Residence have worked for many weeks, and I’d like to thank them, just as I thank once again 

our generous donors, without whom this day wouldn’t be what it is. 

 

The purpose of our National Day is to bind us all together, from Paris to the smallest village;  

it’s celebrated in all our embassies, but it’s especially significant in London, given how many 

of our compatriots are here. 

 

While representing France abroad is always an honour, representing France in the UK is also 

a privilege, a source of pride and always a pleasure.  

 

Since I took office just under a year ago, I’ve got to know and appreciate this country, its 

nations, its way of life, its culture, its traditions, its humour and its politics – politics which is 

more vibrant than in many other countries, especially this week!   

 

Let me also single out its food, because – contrary to traditional belief – you boast many 

excellent restaurants and clubs.   

 



I’ve been very happy to discover the different counties and nations of the United Kingdom.  

What matters to me is going out and listening to what people have to tell me, whatever their 

backgrounds or political opinions. 

 

Beyond geography and history, we French and British are, and will remain, major partners, as 

the French President and Prime Minister recalled at the Sandhurst summit in January.  The 

defence relationship between our two countries is unrivalled.  We now have a shared vision of 

international security and multilateral challenges, which hasn’t always been the case.  Our two 

countries’ combined strength is more than the sum of our parts. 

 

Of course, I know there are question marks and even concerns about this link in the wake of 

Brexit.  Negotiations are ongoing.  But one thing is already certain:  Brexit won’t affect our 

human relations.  You’re living proof of this.  It’s also your responsibility to ensure this.  

Brexit will affect neither our age-old friendship nor the ties forged over the years, particularly 

by young people. 

 

President Macron asked me to intensify our already strong and substantive bilateral 

relationship. 

 

For example, 2017 was the year of the first cohort of Franco-British Young Leaders.   

 

Our human, social and economic relations naturally stem from our proximity.  That’s why 

Xavier Bertrand, the Chairman of Hauts-de-France Regional Council, is here, accompanied 

by important leaders like M. Fasquelle, National Assembly Deputy for Le Touquet – which is 

as well known in France today as Colombey-les-deux-Eglises.  If every French region close to 

the UK had the same energy as Hauts-de-France, I’d be a very happy ambassador! 

 

When it comes to culture, the Institut français holds a unique place in London, an 

international metropolis with a thriving cultural scene.  This year is more than symbolic for 

our history and culture, with the loan of the Bayeux Tapestry, the jewel of Norman splendour. 

 

Our economic exchanges are growing more substantial.  Together with the UK, France is a 

major partner in the fields of industry, energy and science, but now also in new technologies, 



the environment and the climate.  We still have a very strong presence in financial and legal 

services. 

Dear friends, 

 

Let me finish by quoting President Pompidou, who wrote that Britain will always have “a role 

fit for her talents.  France sees in this an enrichment (…) and an additional reason to inject 

into Franco-British friendship more warmth and more effectiveness.” 

 

Dear friends,  

 

You bring alive the Entente Cordiale which we intended to celebrate in Sunday’s final. 

Unfortunately the Croats decided otherwise!  But it’s only a matter of time, because you have 

a fine young team.   

 

Long live the Republic! 

Long live France!  

Long live the friendship between France and the UK! 

 


