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Minister, cher Alan Duncan, 

Members of Parliament, 

Governor of the Bank of England, cher Mark, 

Monsieur le Député, cher Alexandre Holroyd,  

Monsieur le Sénateur, cher Olivier Cadic, 

Ladies and gentlemen ambassadors and members of the diplomatic corps, 

Amiral, 

Monsieur le Consul Général, 

Mesdames et Messieurs les conseillers consulaires,  

Chers Présidents des Ordres nationaux de la Légion d’Honneur et du Mérite, 

Cher Sir Simon Robertson, 

Promoters and sponsors, whom I thank for your generous support, especially Natixis bank,  

Chairman of the Trustees, cher Marc Mourre, 

Producers who have brought us the best regional produce ranging from bread and cheese to 

champagne, 

Dear friends from Eurostar, who give us so much help, 

Ladies and gentlemen,  

Chers compatriotes, 

Dear friends, 

This marks a special day for my country and a special day for me. A day of mixed feelings of 

happiness and sadness.  

Happiness at seeing you all gathered here today. Delight at seeing in all of you living proof of 

the Franco-British relationship. I’m honoured to celebrate this national holiday with Minister 

Alan Duncan, whom I welcome here not only as an official representative of Her Majesty’s 

government, but as a great friend. Alan shares many of my views about current world affairs 

and the economy. Nobody is perfect!  



* * * 

These feelings are mirrored by elements of sadness. Sadness at the prospect of leaving this 

city at the end of the month along with my wife Brigitte. Sadness at the thought of celebrating 

my last national holiday as France’s Ambassador and leaving my team at the Embassy. 

Sadness at the need to say goodbye to a French community that is probably the world’s most 

diverse, innovative and open-minded. For a Parisian like myself, it has been a journey, a 

change of identity as I told some religious authorities, who always have my sincere respect. 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

Two years ago, in July 2017, President Macron did me the honour of appointing me French 

Ambassador to the UK. As you know, after two very packed years on the political, 

diplomatic, economic, consular and cultural fronts, this will be my last National Day in this 

post. President Macron has decided to entrust me with a new diplomatic mission in Paris, at 

the OECD. So it is with great emotion that I welcome you here to this place, which is your 

own, and great emotion that I speak to you, alongside my wife Brigitte. 

I have a mixture of several feelings today: gratitude towards my close colleagues, without 

whom nothing of what we do would be possible. I want to thank my military friends, and my 

close associates at the Embassy. I should like to pay a special tribute to volunteers, without 

whom neither the European elections nor this ceremony for 14 July would be possible. I also 

feel friendship towards many of you present here, whether you are leaders in the political, 

economic, financial or cultural spheres. This diplomatic post has also been a life stage during 

which I’ve forged ties which will remain close. I feel regret at the thought of leaving a city 

which symbolizes what has been a recurrent theme in my career: Europe. It’s paradoxical. But 

I think London today is the city which embodies the European spirit: tolerance, openness to 

others and the firm belief that we are stronger together. It’s also the European capital in which 

we hear the EU talked about most. 

* * * 

In view of my long-held interest in British politics and my friendships with British leaders 

I’ve met over the course of my career, I was expecting to learn more about those characteristic 

features which French people have always envied of the British political system. By which, of 

course, I mean the primacy of pragmatism over passion; the stability of a two-party 

parliamentary system; and the preference for gradual adaptation over any radical break with 

the past. 

Two years on, I confess to having been naive and having had a troubling sense of remaining 

in France. It’s as if the UK, despite choosing to leave the EU, decided to console us by 

adopting very French habits of political ad-libbing. This is possibly the greatest thing the UK 

could do to show its love for our country. 

* * * 



The sorrow of leaving is mixed with an awareness of the seriousness of the time we’re living 

in. And I wouldn’t want to use this celebration as an excuse not to tell you how I perceive this 

crucial phase in the Franco-British relationship. The next few months will be decisive for its 

future, with the election of a new prime minister and the outcome of Britain’s decision to 

leave the European Union. 

There’s a very real risk of tensions. Our views on Europe are distant today: France has opted 

for the strengthening of the European Union as the only shield against a turbulent world; 

conversely, the UK has made a sovereign choice to leave the EU and pursue a strictly national 

path. So the political context could well lead to us, on both the French and British sides of 

public opinion, becoming designated scapegoats. 

* * * 

The responsibility of all those who promote the Franco-British relationship is to guarantee 

mutual respect while accepting our differences. This is key to preventing any erosion of the 

bedrock of a bilateral relationship: the hearts of our people. Let’s be vigilant together, because 

I believe the Franco-British relationship is more essential than ever. 

* * * 

While Brexit is our daily concern, it mustn’t lead us to forget what is around us. It comes in 

an international context where threats have never been so great: the weakening of the systems 

we took for granted in traditional democracies; competition between authoritarian systems 

and populist aspirations; a proliferation of security crises, with doubts about the ability of 

multilateral forums to tackle them; and questions about the transatlantic alliance. 

Faced with this emerging new world, the Franco-British relationship must be a centre of 

stability and for defending our sometimes-coinciding interests and our always-shared values. 

As permanent members of the Security Council, major European military powers and 

globally-focused diplomatic forces, a common horizon is the only horizon we have. 

We want to remain actors and not spectators in tomorrow’s world, so we must remain united. 

In this regard, I’d like the 10
th

 anniversary of the Lancaster House treaties, in 2020, to provide 

an opportunity to sketch out an ever-closer cooperation that is unparalleled in Europe. 

Dear friends, chers amis, 

This strategic relationship will continue to be built on three pillars: 

- our human relations first and foremost. Everything must be done to develop academic 

exchanges and encourage our respective citizens to settle in our countries and train 

together. The work of our consular authorities, Monsieur le Consul Général, is part of 

this approach; 

- secondly, our economic relations. The British economy’s dynamism is such that, once 

we’ve got past the probably inevitable adjustments that will follow departure from the 

EU, our entrepreneurs, investors and employees will be keen to further strengthen our 



ties. Each of you in your professional life is building the bilateral relationship of 

tomorrow; 

-  finally, our cultural and linguistic relations. I’d like to emphasize the strategic nature 

of culture and language at the time we’re living in. Culture is the expression of our 

identity, our creativity and the imagination on which our coexistence is based. In this 

regard, cultural exchanges – in whatever form – seem to me the best response to self-

absorption and the temptation of nationalism, because they enable people to understand 

others. The visit by the Comédie Française last month symbolized this. The more 

politics divides us, the more culture must strive to bring us together. And here I want to 

pay tribute to the tireless strategic work done in this field by the Institut français and our 

cultural counsellor. 

Although I am returning to Paris, I will remain a defender and, in my own way, an 

ambassador of our Entente Cordiale. But if I’m optimistic, it’s because of your involvement. 

* * * 

Chers amis, dear friends, 

You play an essential role daily in the Franco-British relationship. Your dedication, 

involvement and dynamism are the Entente Cordiale’s best assets. I leave my position as 

Ambassador to the United Kingdom with peace of mind. Because you are all the best 

ambassadors of our unique relationship. 

To conclude, let me remember our common history and quote the Declaration of Union 

presented by Winston Churchill at an apocalyptic moment for France:  

 "At this most fateful moment in the history of the modern world, the governments of the 

United Kingdom and the French Republic make this declaration of indissoluble union and 

unyielding resolution in their common defence of justice and freedom. 

“France and Great Britain shall no longer be two nations, but one Franco-British Union. The 

constitution of the Union will provide for joint organs of defence, foreign, financial and 

economic policies. Every citizen of France will enjoy immediately citizenship of Great 

Britain, every British subject will become a citizen of France.” 

At the most critical time in our modern history, that is what Britain was and did for France.  

Long live Franco-British friendship! 

Vive l’amitié franco-britannique! 


