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Najat Vallaud-Belkacem announces the creation of a 

digital certification service for qualifications, unique in Europe 

On her visit to BETT (international trade show for digital technology in education) in 

London today, Thursday 21 January, Najat Vallaud-Belkacem, Minister of National 

Education, Higher Education and Research, is announcing the creation during the 2016-2017 

school year of a digital certification service for qualifications, unique in Europe. 

Today an official qualification, on watermarked paper, can be issued to its holder only 

once, after which only proof of the qualification can be obtained.  Every year, around 80,000 

requests for proof of qualifications are made, which is not very practical for people and costs 

the authorities a significant amount of money. 

At the same time, the use of qualifications and proofs of qualification during the 

recruitment process is not thought to be very reliable.  A private study carried out for 

recruitment agencies estimates that nearly 30% of CVs present qualifications inaccurately or 

misleadingly. 

Najat Vallaud-Belkacem is therefore announcing the creation of a digital public service 

to issue proof of certified qualifications for all national qualifications issued in the past 15 

years which are approved by the state and/or confer degree status, with a threefold objective: 

- To simplify the relationship with those using the service by creating an innovative 

service for digitizing and certifying diplomas, allowing for them to be passed on to the 

third parties concerned (recruiters, government departments etc.) in digital form, secure 

and authentic, and to be mentioned on professional social networks; 

- To automate requests made to the authorities;  

- To guarantee the authenticity of diplomas produced and combat fraud. 

It concerns: 

- All national qualifications which are issued by the state and/or confer degree status; 

- An annual output of 1.6 million qualifications at secondary level and 500,000 in higher 

education, making a total of 2.1 million on the basis of the qualifications issued at the 

end of the 2016-2017 academic year; 

- A service to be gradually extended to cover qualifications issued in the past 15 years, 

i.e. some 25 million. 

Najat Vallaud-Belkacem welcomes the forthcoming launch of this new service, unique 

in Europe, which is part of the major digital plan, which concerns not only national education 

but also higher education and will enable concrete progress in the daily lives of those using 

it./. 


