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This is a sociolinguistic project which aims to compare 
developments in contemporary London English with 
those occurring in Paris French. It will pay particular 
attention to the influence on the main languages, 
English and French, of varieties spoken by major 
communities of immigrant origin, including Afro-
Caribbeans in the UK and French Caribbeans and 
Maghrebans in France. 
 
In the first stage, data obtained in two previous ESRC 
funded projects, in which the English co-investigator 
was involved, will be used as a basis for a similar 
data-collecting exercise in Paris, having regard for the 
very different distribution of ethnic communities in the 
two cities. Two research assistants will be employed 
to collect recordings of speakers in various age-
groups in two areas of Paris with a heavy 
concentration of migrant populations. These 
recordings will be transcribed and coded according to 
the CLAN/LIDES system which the English PI has 
been involved with developing. Various analytical 
tools and a link with SPSS are available to be used in 
conjunction with this system. 
 
New linguistic features found will be carefully 
analysed at a variety of levels to determine their 
relationship with ethnic-derived varieties and with 
more traditional sites of linguistic change, such as 
non-standard - but widely diffused or ‘levelled’ - 

                                                 
 



varieties of English on the one hand, and ‘français 
populaire’ on the other. The data obtained in London 
will be re-examined with the help of a further 
Research Assistant so as to pick out features 
particularly susceptible to language change, such as 
discourse markers and new verb forms. Particular 
attention will be paid to features actually taken over 
from the ethnic varieties through a process of code-
switching or ‘crossing’, as has been shown to occur by 
other studies carried out in London (Sebba 1993; 
Rampton 1995). Again with the help of the Research 
Assistant based in London, these linguistic features 
will then be correlated with a number of sociolinguistic 
variables including age, gender, ethnicity, network 
pattern and discourse type. 
 
The emphasis in the second part of the project will be 
on the direct comparison of language change in the 
two settings, and at this stage the roles of the French 
and Englsih teams, from having been complementary, 
will converge. We will draw out more general 
conclusions about processes of language change in 
large metropolises, based on the contrasting factors 
pertaining in London and Paris. We will also pay 
particular attention to the educational and policy-
related implications in each country, ensuring that 
sound information is passed on to teachers and 
educators at a time when such discussions are often 
a. highly politicized and b. based on stereotypical 
views about language and its supposed ‘deterioration’. 
 
This project will constitute the first large-scale 
comparison of two significant Western European 
settings from a sociolinguistic perspective. It is also 
unusual in tying together the study of variation and 
change at a monolingual level with the study of the 
interaction of different varieties derived from the 
mother-tongues of immigrant speakers with the main 
or ‘official’ language of the host country. The project 
will contribute to our understanding not only of 
sociolinguistic processes of language change but also 
to social questions to do with migration, integration 
and their educational consequences. 

 
 
 

 
 


